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Questions to Ask of Classroom Assessments

Key 1: Clear Purpose

Does the assessment author have a clear picture of how the assessment results will be used and by
whom?

e Isit clear who will use the results and how they will be used?

e JIsit clear that the assessment can accomplish its intended purpose?

e Do the intended uses fit into a bigger picture of assessments_for and of learning over time?

Key 2: Clear Targets
Does the assessment author have a clear picture of what she or he is trying to measure?
e Are the student learning targets stated?
e Are they clear?
e Is the match between the stated learning targets and what is on the assessment clear?

e [s there a clear connection between the learning targets and state/provincial/district
standards?

Key 3: Sound Assessment Design

Has the assessment developer translated the learning targets into assessments that will yield accu-
rate results?

Selecting an Assessment Method

e Will the assessment method(s) chosen accurately reflect the learning target(s) to be assessed?

Sampling
e Do the learning targets represent what was taught? (Or what will be taught?)

e Does the relative importance of each learning target match its relative importance during
instruction?

e [s the sample size large enough to inform the decisions intended to be made, or is it part of a
larger plan to gather evidence over time?

Item Quality

e Do the assessment items, exercises, scoring procedure, and scoring guides/rubrics adhere to
standards of quality?
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Avoiding Potential Sources of Bias and Distortion

e [sthere anything in the assessment itself or in the conditions under which it is administered
that could lead to inaccurate estimates of student learning?

e Will accommodations made for diverse student characteristics result in any distortions in the
final judgment of student learning?

e Are instructions present, clear, and concise?

Key 4: Effective Communication

Has the assessment developer planned for managing information from the assessment adequately
and reporting it in ways that will meet the needs of users?

e Are results communicated in a timely manner?
e Will the users of the results understand them and see the connection to learning?

e Do the results provide clear direction for what to do next?

Key 5: Student Involvement
When appropriate:

e Will students be able to use the results to reflect on their learning?

e Are the learning targets written in terms students will understand?

e Are students involved in the assessment process?

e [s the assessment designed so that students can use the results to self-assess and set goals?

e [sthere a mechanism in place for students to track their own progress on learning targets and
to participate in communicating their status to others?
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